Echocardiographic measurements of cardiac dimensions in normal ponies and horses.
Echocardiographic examinations were performed on 41 clinically normal small ponies, large ponies and horses. Using standardised two-dimensional (2-D) echocardiographic images to guide M-mode studies, the interventricular septal thickness, left ventricular internal dimension and left ventricular wall in systole and diastole, and aortic diameter in diastole were measured. Normal values for these echocardiographic dimensions were obtained across a wide range of bodyweights. Although there was a trend for echocardiographic dimensions to increase with bodyweight across the whole range of animals examined, little or no linear correlation was found between dimensions and bodyweight within the small pony, large pony and horse groups.